writes that most discussions of network concepts &dquo;have had practical application only to small groups.&dquo; Striving to bring such discussions &dquo;more squarely into the mainstream of sociological research,&dquo; he builds on work estimating the total number of persons and relations in a large population (Frank, 1975) to propose a sample estimate of network density in a large population; density being a scalar estimate of overall interaction in the population. As Granovetter takes pains to point out, these are clearly &dquo;some first steps.&dquo; But even though density is among the more primitive of network concepts, there are practical problems in data collection that make even density estimates difficult (Morgan and Rytina, 1977 (Laumann, 1966 (Laumann, , 1973 McCallister and Fischer, 1978a, 1978b; Fischer, 198 I }, the macrolevel conception of parameters defining positions in social structure developed by Peter Blau (Blau, 1974 (Blau, , 1977a (Blau, , 1977b , and my own work on network models of status/ role-sets in social structure (Burt, 1975 (Burt, , 1976 (Burt, , 1977 (Burt, , 1981 100-109, for detailed review). Since the extension of these concepts from a single network to multiple networks is obvious (compare Burt, 1976 Burt, , 1977 , and the review in Laumann (1966 Laumann ( , 1973 has made major advances in developing this line of research so as to describe relations between racial, religious, and particularly occupational statuses in the United States. While not backing his arguments with the same extent of data, Blau (1974 Blau ( , 1977a Blau ( , 1977b Laumann, 1966 Laumann, , 1973 Wellman, 1979 Z(I't',It) = f(I't',Io/nI't&dquo; [7] Figure 2 illustrates the logic of the above operation as a modification of the typical procedure illustrated in Figure I (Burt, 197i~, 1980) . Also. the matrix F defined by 6 can be analy ~ed as a Q bB Q frequency table in order to determine which categories can be collapsed into one another, e.g., Duncan, 1975; Goodman, 1979 . When Q is very large, an iterative data analysis would be necessary (see Comments section).
Fortunately, statuses proposed by any algorithm can be statistically tested. Distances from each of the N respondents to the ersatz network position of each of the n, respondents proposed as occupying Sa can be computed via equations 2 and 8. Under the hypothesis that these n, actors are structurally equivalent as occupants of Sd, the (nd, nd) covariance matrix among distances to the na occupants will have a rank of one, e.g., Burt, 1980: 107-109 Figure 2 , Figure 3 illustrates the logic of the operation in 9 so as to be comparable to Figure 1 (Burt, 1978 Burt, 1980: 89-90, 95-96, for 
